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Symposium MWABe 15 november 2007
Stem Cells and Women’s Health
Auditorium Fortisbank Chancelleriestreet,1 1000Brussels

09 H 15 Introduction
Dr Agnes Vermeulen

Technical aspects

09 H 30 Embryonic stem cells (ES)
Dr Fabienne Liebens ULB
09 H 50 Umbilical cord stem cells
Dr Inge Van haute Rode Kruis-Vlaanderen
10H 10 Adult stem cells
Prof Catherine Verfaillie KUL
10 H 30 Oocyte donation
Prof Annick Delvigne ULB
10 H 50 COFFEE PAUSE

Ethical, sociological and psychological aspects

11 H15 Key ethical issues in human ES
Prof Michel Dupuis UCL / ULG
11 H 35 Psychological issues in oocyte donor
Mrs Francoise Cailleau ULB
11 H 55 Legal aspects and regulation of stem cell use
Prof Thierry Vansweevelt UA /UCL
12 H 15 Patents and human stem cell
Prof Geertrui Van Overwalle KUL / KUB / ULG

12 H 45 LUNCH
14 H 15 Film on Marketing of Egg Cells

14H30 ROUND TABLE
Stem Cell Research Issues for Women’Health

Medical researchers believe that stem cell therapy has the potential to radically change the treatment
of human disease.

However, there exists a widespread controversy over stem cell research that emanates from the
techniques used in the creation and usage of stem cells.
(1) ensuring the health and safety of research subjects, including women who provide
egg cells for research,
(2) preventing the emergence of a commercial market in women’s egg cells,
(3) establishing appropriate oversight and regulation of stem cell research.

The term “egg cell donation” implies the voluntary nature of women’s decision;
however, women might be encouraged - via economic incentives or promise of “fee-
reduced” IVF - to donate their egg cells. Hormonal stimulation of the ovaries to produce
higher numbers of egg cells per cycle is related to increased risks to women’s health.



These complex issues will be discussed by the speakers with the participation of Patrik
Vankrunkelsven, Clothilde Nyssens, Lieve Van Ermen, Philippe Mahoux
Lutgart Van Parijs

16H15: Micheline Van Caillie Bertrand AWARD

15 th SYMPOSIUM Medical Women’s Association Belgium
Thursday 15th november 2007

" STEM CELLS and WOMEN'S HEALTH "

( nederlands / frans - simultaan vertaling / traduction simultanée )

Brussels Auditorium Fortisbank
Chancelleriestreet,1( near by Central Station )
1000 Brussels

CONGRES: 25 € ( book with publications included)
STUDENT / PARTNER :15 €
STUDENTS (group 10 p ): 10 € pp
LUNCH: 40¢€
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